The Byzantine harbor of Thessaloniki
ABSTRACT
In the lecture it is presented the artificial harbor that was constructed in Thessaloniki
in 322 – 323, upon the order of the Emperor Constantine the Great, as well as other
byzantine ports of the city. Contemporary research is endeavoring to recreate the
form, the importance, and the functions, of Constantine’s harbor by combining
information offered by the Byzantine sources and later travelers’ texts with the finds
of archaeological excavations and engravings, drawings, maps, and old photos of the
17th, 18th, and 19th centuries.
For a better understanding of the importance of the Byzantine port of Thessaloniki, a
brief mention of the characteristics of the city’s location and the beginnings of its
historical life is made.
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