Byzantine Architecture of the Helladic Periphery.
Seeking the Role of Constantinople
ABSTRACT
In Byzantine architectural production of the periphery, the influence of
Constantinople was uneven and rather sporadic. In the Aegean Islands the
local building tradition more or less developed unaffected. Sporadic elements
betray only distant relations through third-party models with the capital.
In the southern part of the Helladic peninsula and especially in the
Peloponnese, The absence of official architecture from the major urban,
commercial, and administrative center of the Peloponnese, Corinth, leaves a
hard-to-fill void in restoring the architectural history of the region. It seems
that Constantinople’s infiltration into the local architectural production was
greater than what was previously believed, but many links in the chain
connecting the two traditions have simply been lost.
Despite the centralized character of the Byzantine state and the unique
architectural production of the empire’s capital in terms of both quality and
quantity, one is surprised at the attachment of the Aegean and Greece to local
building tradition, which was dictated by concrete restrictions such as limited
financial resources, the technical skills of building workshops, and the
available construction materials, and yet which proved strong and selfsufficient.
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