“Byzantium and Arabs: Influences and interactions”
ABSTRACT
The subject of the lecture is to discuss the relationships developed between
Byzantium and the Arabs from the 7th -10th c. and mainly before the
appearance of the Seljuk Turks in Anatolia. As it comes from the historic
sources and the archaeological findings, this period, besides the wars that lead
to the loss of lands for the Byzantine Empire, it presents a great interest due to
the great interactions that characterized the development of the society and
the culture as well. Through the study and presentation of examples of the
everyday life as well as of the architectural and artistic characteristics of the
era, it will be pursued to be presented the influence of Constantinople to the
court of caliphs of Ummayad and Abbasid, as well as the later influence of
Arabs in the byzantine art, especially in the terms of of incorporating Arabic
decoration styles and scripture in the monuments of the byzantine world.
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